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Fi things? in which Mankind Joes moſt excel, 
Natur chief Maſter- piece IS 1 0. well; 3 
of al ſorts of Writing none there are 
uy can the leaſt with Poetry compare: 
o kind of Work require ſo nice a touch, 
\nd if well finiſh'd, nothing 3 ſhines ſo. much; 3 FT 
Put Heav *n forbid we ſhould be ſo profane, . 
To grace the Valgar with that Sacred Name 3 
Tis not a flaſh of Fancy which ſometimes _ N 5 I 
- Pzzling our minds, f ers off the ſlighteſt Rhimesz . 3 
prighi as a Blaze, but i in a Moment done; 5 
Jae Mit i everlaſting, "like the Sun; 
„ hich tho ſometimes behind 4 Cloud retird, 
elsa ain. and is by all admir'd. 5 
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Number, and Rhime, and that harmonious Sound, 
Whieh never does the Far with Harſbueſs wound, | 
Are neceſſary, yet but vnlgar Arts, 

For all in vain theſe ſuperficial parts 

Contribute to the Structure of the whole 

Without a Ginias too, for that's the Soul 


A Spirit whch inſpires the Work throughout, 
As that of Nature moves the World about, 
A Heat which glows in every word that's writ, 5 
Tis ſomething of Divine, and more than Mit; 

It ſelf unſeen, yet all things by it thown, 
Deſcribing all Men, but deſcrib'd by none. 

where doſt thou dwell ? What Caverns of the Brain 
Can ſuch a vaſt; and mighty thing contain ? 
When l, at idle Hours, in vain thy abſcence mourn, 
= where doſt thou retire 2 and why doſt thou return, 
Sometimes with powerfi ul charms to hurry me away 
From Pleaſures of the Night and Buſmeſs of the Day? 
Ev u now to far tranſported, I am fain 

To check thy Courſe, and uſe the needful Rein. 
As all is Dulneſs, when the Fancy's bad, 
So without Judgment fancy is but mad; 


And judgment has a bouneleſs lofluence, 
Not only in the choice of Vords or Senſe, OD 


But on the World, on Mapners, and on Men; 
 Faxcy\ 1s but the Feather of * Pen; 


Reajol, 


d. 


Without his Sorg no Fop i is to befound, 5 Sengi. 
IA moſt offenſive Weapon which he draws © RO Ie 


Leaſe! 


But who that tas can aſter Horace do: 


But who with that fad thiſc himſelf can pleaſe,” 


And Monſters worſe than ever Nilu breeds. be 5 | | 


[Tis add Senſe that is the ſubje& here, 


Deſe ae 


Reafon f is tht ſubſtantial d ul 4 bir, W ci 33 
Which gains the Head, while 'tother w ins the 2 4 

Here I hould all the various ſorts of Verſe, 
And the whole 47. of Poetry rehearſe, 


The beſt of Maſters and Examples roo! {LN 
Ecchoes at beſt all we can ſay isvain, | 
Dull the Deſign, and fruitleſs were the pain; 1 
'Tis true, the Ancients we may tob with el, | 15 


Without an Adtors pride? A Player's Art F 
Is above his, Who writes a borrowed parr. n 
Vet modern Laws are made for later Faules, £2 ON 
And new A8/urdities inſpire new Thoughts 5 5 
What need has S7) then to live on Theft pwn of 
When ſo much freſh occaſion till is left? ' FEES 
Fertile our Soil, and full of rankeſt Weeds, i 55 
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But hold, the Fools ſhall have 10 cauſe to fear, 


a oy 
* 


of witty Men. deſerve Lowe, 
oſe who are ſo, will ev'n thy endure. , 1 5 
"Fla then of Songs, which now ſo much abounds 


Oa all he meets againſt Appolless Laws: IST Lo 
Tho' noching ſeems more eaſie, yet no part | 4 
[Ot Poetry 3 E kot 5 


On otlier Themes he well deſerves our Praiſe, 
Bur palls that Appetite he meant to, raiſe. 
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8 For: as in E Wilen Po the as: EINE, 


Many a Blemiſh that eſcapes dur yes, « - 
The lesſtof which: Deſects is plainly derb Wx 


In ſome mad Ring. and brings the value down : ' 
So Songs ſhould be to juſt Perfection OY $' * 


Yet where can we ſee one without a 1 5 
Exact Propriety of Words ang Thought? u: onde 


9 Expreſi I caſie, and the Tauch h igh, -. (Lt. 15 3 


Yer that, pot ſeem to creep, nor tba to ly ; - . 2 
No words tranſgos d, but in ſuch order = 


As, tho hard wrought, may. ſeem by e an 
Here, as in.all things elfe, is, moſt unfit. r l 


Bare Ribaldry, that poor Preteget to Wit; 
Such nauſe os Songs by a lug Author made wor | of 


Call an unwillbeg, Cenſure,on hjs Shade. D290 171 f 
Not that warm Thoughts of the tranſporting} joy, 1 


1 


Can ſhock the chaſteſt, or the pice/t cloy.; S119 2114195 


Me 


Like Heaps of Feweldo but choad the Fire. th 10 * 
= 
Next, Elegy, offweer but ſol Jews Voice,” OR 


But obſcene Words, t00 grols pere Dairy. 


And of a Subjef g grave exatts the Choice, # 0 | 2 4 
THe'Phaife of Beauty,” Valor, Tir contains, ME 


? 9011 . 
Abr there too oft deſſ paiting Eove e complajns, 1 


Sn 
In van alas, for 5 by | Wit i is moved, 


4.371 Bi ls 90 
That ee e eſerves t to be belo ved; 
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I But ſhould tliis Muſe harmonidùs Numbers s yield, 
+ _ evety Couplet be with Fancy fla,” 
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TTrifles like ſuch perhaps of late have paſt, 


Are Op ES, the! Muſes moſt unruly Be; ; 
\ | That bqunds 10 fierce, the Rider has vo reſt, 


9 But fo oams at Mouth, and moves like oye , 


1 With Fury too, 25 well as Fancy fired. 
„ 


Ne 


Soba 7 er ub 0 cee ops be Io wy 5 
Mankihd, babe moſt with that Fantaftick. Sex, NR 
This to che Pri cholt'who better! knew z. 
The Many raiſethie Value if khe 6 4 50 | 
But here, asAlFour Sex to oft hàve t try d, 5 
Women haveidrawn my wandfing Thoughts "OY 

Their greateſt Fault wd it this kind have writ, 

Is got defect in word i nor want ot Wit; 


Il yet a juſt Cobenence be not made 
Between each Though, and ithe whole Maudel 4 
So right, that every ſtep may higher riſe, 5 
Like goodly Mounrains,. till they reach yu Skies 7 


And may be h lik da while, but never laſt 14 5 
'Tis Epigram, $i Keine eher. n t : | 


424 


2 
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A higher Flight, and of a happier Rong 
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The Poer here mul be indeed inſpired, _ 
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cont might be boaſt 16 W performed th this ben. F 
Had he with Nature joyn'd 1 the Rules of Miſe I 
But ill Expreſſo on gives ſomerimes Abay 75575 * | 
To that rich Fancy, | 0 which, can ne'er d 5 . 
Tho all appear in Heat and Fury done, Heal + * 
The Language ſtill muſt aft and eaſe run. 
Theſe Laws may ſem alittle too ſevere, + 0 1 
| But Judgment yields, and- Faucy governsthere $ 1 
Which, tho extravagant, this Muſe allows, 
And makes the Work much eaſier than it Nenn! oy 

Ol all the Ways that wiſeſt Men could find = 
To mend the Age, and mort iſſe Mankind, 
Saytr well writ has moſt ſucceſsful prov 9, 


And cares, becauſe the Remedy is lov? 4. 


Tis hard to write on ſuch a ſubje& more, 
L ichout repeating Things ſaid oft before. 5 
Some vulger Errors only we remove, 8 
That ſtain a Beauty which ſo much we love. 7 I a 
Of well choſe Words forhe take not care enough, on 
And think they ſhould be as the Subject rough; [2 
This great work muſt be more exactly made, ; —_ 
And ſharpeſt Thoughts! in ſmootheſt words « convey" 4 
Some think, if ſharp enough, they « cannot fail, 

As if their only Bufineſs Was to ral; __ 
But human Frailty #icely to unfold, * 
en a Ser is from a Scold. e act 
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Rage you uſt hide, 4; Prejadiee ley 17 doun, 

Satyr's Smile 1 # ſharper than his From; 2 

Po, while you ſeem to ſigbe ſome Rival You, 

alice it felf may paſs ſometimes for Truth. 

The * Laureat here may juſtly claim our bmi 

rown'd by + Mac-Fleckno. with immortal: Bays; - 

Tho prais' and puniſh, d for another” Ow ; 

is own deſerve as great Applauſe ſometimes; -  . - 

hut once his Pegaſus has born dead weight, 

did by ſome lumpiſb Miniſter of State. v4 4 

ere reſt, my Muſe, ſuſpend my Cares a while, 

\ greater Enterpriſe attends thy toi 

ind as ſome Eagle that deſigus to fly - 

long unwonted Journey through the OY 

© Fonfiders all the dangerous way before, 
© Pver what Lands and Seas ſhe is to ſoar, - 

 Poulrs her own ſtrength ſo far, and Juſtly fears 

hat lofty Road of Airy Travellars; i e 

ut yet incited by ſome fair Deſig mn 
„fat does her Hopes beyond her Fears ineline, 4 

e eunes every Feather, views her ſelf with Cate, 

* ; laſt reſolved, ſhe cleaves the yielding ae, 115 
way ſhe flies, ſo ſtrong, ſo _— 9 


he leſſons to Us, and is 40ſt e n wt 1 

i Mr. D u. EA. 5 inde: 

' A famous Satyrical Poem of his, 

*A eve for which he has both eee d Y onn ted, tho inte- 

Y: of che whole matter. n | : 
SY 
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Rage| 7 
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| | So but too wealk for 17 a weighty ting 281 
| Tr The Muſe: inſpires a arp t Note to ing 
And hy ſhould Truth of end when diy "mn on 


To guide the erat and warh the Bold ; Hel 
Oa themmy Mule, adeentrouſſy en 186, 08 „ 
Ta 'grvElaſtruQtions thier concern i the Stag e. 


1 
K Wat - 
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Wictaier of Action, Time and Place, vii 

| - Whichgftobſerved; give: Plays ſo great Cee, 

{ -Are, tho but little pracfis ds, too well ben, 
4 To be taught here, whete we pretend alone 
From nicer Faults to purge the preſent Age, * 
Leſs obvious Etrors of the Engliſh Stage. a ' 
Firſt then, Soliloques had we be few] | 
ä Extremely port, and ſpoke in paſſion too; | ol | 
bar Lovers talking to themſelves ſor want, 
1 Of others, make the Pit their b de ts REAL 


Nor is the matter mended yet, if thus? 
I ̃ᷓ¶bey truſt a Friend, only to tell it us 71 
: Th' occafion ſhould as natura ny , 1 20 
As when 7 -Bellarto confetles all. 03) %% 186 
| Figures of Speechꝭ which Poets 3 ſo fins,” ; 
Art's needkeſs Varniſh to make Nature: ſhine, 3:z\ 0 
Are all but Paint upon a benuteo Face, MPS" b 


| 1 
1 And in DOeſeription only el claim a place. oh 
4 But t tO make Rage declaim, and Grief. Nba n 

| + From Iuovers in deſpair vr things 1 
* — ee. A Flay of Beaument and Fer "her, 9 ſ 


— wu! X— 


1 
I. 07 ſnececd, or, who can cha ba py 


\ dying Hero miſcrably. WHfY2 1) e 
* ut 1 che Dalogues, Fhers jeſt, and . iT 


p Pee like Bells, erernaly ey . | jad 
01 Fey, hgh: in Simile, ead die id Rhime. 
hat Things are theſe whowould: be;Poets ekt, 
lay Nature not inſpir'd, nor Learniug taught? elke 1 
„ee Wit they have and therefore. may deſerve” Y 
A better Courſe than this by which they Harde; 5 
_ Write Plays, 1why” tis a bold pretence 


— 
A 


P Jaagment, Breeding, Wir and: Floquence ; 4 
y more; for they muſt Look with}x to find 

i; ole fron Turns of Nature in the Mind; ” 

a4 ithout this part in vain would be the whole, DS 


d but a Body all without a Soul: 3 
134; j 1855 * 141093 

this together yet is bur a part eee 
FF Dialogue, that great and powerful Art, 92815 
„ almöſt loſt, which the old Grecians knew, F 
_— whence the Romanus Fainter Copies drew,,. To 
ine ce comprehended ſince but by a Ans 
ro and Lucian are the beſt Re mais 
32 \- 11711215 
10 all the Wonders which this Arr.contains ; $\ ag” 
At to our ſelves, we Juſtice muſt allow,,, ata hk 
5 0 eſpear and Fietcher. are the Wonders ROW 2: ax 
Hafider them, and read them o'er and o'er, 


Aſee them play'd, then read them as betore, 


For 
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That our own Grief by theirs is rock d aſleep, 


_ Firſt on a Plot employ thy careful Thoughts : 6 


So fair, of making perfect Characters; 
There's no ſuch thing in Nature, and you'll dray 


Some Faults muſt be, that his Misfortunes drew, 
But ſuch as may deſerve Compaſſion too. 


Each moving Scence muſt be a Plot apart: 
Contrive each little turn, mark every place, 


Neither in Comedy will this ſuffice, 5 
The Player too muſt be before your Eyes, 


And tho tis Prudgery to ſtoop ſolow, WO 
To him you maſt your urmoſt meaning | how. =! 


—— 


( T4 ) * 
For tho in many things they oroſly fail, 


Over our paſſions ſtill they fo prevail, 


The Du are fore 'd to feel, the wiſe to weep. 
Their Beauties imitate, avoid their Faults ; 


Turn it with time a thouſand ſeveral ways, 
This oft alone has given ſuccels to Plays: 
Reject that vulgar Error which appears 


A faultleſs Monſter, which the V Vorld ne er ſaw | 


Befides the main Deſign compoſed with Art, 


As Painters firſt chalk out the future Face: 


Vet be not fondly your owa Slave for this, WF 
But change hereafter what appears amiſs. . 


| Think not fo much where ſpining thoughts to vi 


As what a Man would ſay in ſuch a Caſe. 


— 5 


— 
* 


Expoſe no „ wg bur , the Load 

ore equally, and ſpread the Folly broad : 

he other way is v/gar oft we ſee 

Fool derided by as bad as he 85 

Jawks fly at nobler Game; in this low way, 
very Owl may prove a Bird of Prey: 

Poets fo will one poor Fop devour, 

t to collect, like Bees from every Flower, 
gredients to compoſe that precious Juice 
Vhich ſerves the VVorld for Pleaſare and for "uſe, 
 ſpight of Faction this would Favour get : 

But Falſtaff ſeems unimitable yet. 

Another Fault which often does befal, _ ; 


7 


Jray 
ew, 


when the VVit of ſome great Poet ſhall 
overflow, that i is, be none at all, 
hat all his Fools ſpeak Sence, as if poſſe f. » 
nd each by Inſpiration breaks his Jeſt ; 
once the Fuſtneſs of each part be loſt, 
ell we may laugh, bur at the Poets Coſt. 
o plaqpat ſilly thing, Men call Sheer-wit, avoid, 
ith which our age ſo nauceouſly is clogd; 
ſumour is all, Vit ſhould be only brought 
) turo agreeably ſome proper Thought. 
t ſince the Poet we of late have known, 
ſine in no Dreſs fo much as in their oπνƷ], 


of 40 admirably Cuaracter in a, Play of Shakeſprar's. 


The better by AI to convigce, 5 


Where every Reaſon is exattly weigh'd; 


A Hero fri ghted at the Noiſe of Drums 
For ber ſweet fake, whom at 5ſt . ghe b h : loves, | 


| Parting this Pair to leave the Swain alone, 


Aud yet bequearhs her generouſly now 3 
To that dear Rival whom he does not know, 


Who ſtreight appears (but who can Fate withſland: ? 
Too late alas to hold his haſty Hand, 
That juſt haft giv'n himſelf the cruel Stroke: 


He more to his new Friend than Miſtreſ⸗ kind, 1 g 
Moſt ſadly mourns at being leſt behid, 
Ol ſuch a Death prefers the pleaſing Charms 


To Love, and living in a Lady's Arms. 


t - : 10 : 
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72 | % 


"7 4 5 th 0 : % __ ay, 


Caſt but a view on this wrong Ade of Sence. 
Firſt a Soliloquy is calmly made, 


Which once perform'd, moſt TG portanaly t comes 


And all in Metaphor his paſſion proves; 
But {ome fat accident, tho v. unknown, 


tie tig grows jealous,” yet we: krow not wh 
And to obige his Rival, tievds will aye Wh 
But firſt he makes a Speeth, w herein he tells 


e 
d 
7 
1 
The abſcent Nymph how much his F lame excels, 1 


E 
{ 


At which this very Stranger 5 Heart is broke; "_ 


| 


8 i 
How ſhameful, _ what monſtrous things ard 
(theſe? 

And iihen they rail; at thoſe they cannot . 
on 
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Paclude us only partialTor the A 
id grudge! the Sigh of ofa | Ben. be $ Had, * 
Inea the 12 / 22 valde 6f the Stage; . py 
n Tearce be Jagg'd but by z following Age; of} 
r Dances; 'Flutes, Ttalias Songs, atidRhime | 
ay keep up ; fnking Nonſenſe" for a | nts ns 
x chat may fail, which now ſo much br. tiles, * 
d Serce no longer will ab mit to Fools, 
By painful Steps we are at laſt got up pick "AT } 
Frnaſſus Hill on whoſe bright Airy Top- ern. | 
Ie Epic Poets ſo divinely hit net coor nn 2, 
wil d with juſt Pride behold the reſt belo W. 


roick Poems have a juſt pretenſsfe 1 1864408 
be the utmoſt reach of human Sence, 13 T1 

ls, Vork of ſuch ineſtimable Worth rag 7 wen of £ 
ere are but o the World has Bk, babe forth, * 
ner and ee with v hat awſul ſoun en 


118 


as a C Changeling ſeems below the reſt, . = 
Nen, or rather is a two keg Beaſt, . 

Uheſe Gigantick Souls amaz'd we fad 

uch above the reſt of human kind. 

ure's whole fire ngth united! endleſs Fame, 
univerſal Shouts attend their Name. 
1! Homer onee, and you can read no more, 


38 Mm all things elſe appear ſo dull and poor. 


heſe? 
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[bh rok will an ths yet G41 on him lot 
Aud you will hardly need another Book. _ 
. Had“ Boſ never writ, the VVorld had ſtill, 
Like Indians, view d this wondtous piece of Skill, 
As ſomething of Divine the VVorl admired, | 
Not hoped to be Inftrufted, but In hired, 11 
But he diſcloſing ſacred Myſeries, 144 dy 
Has own where all the mighty Magic , 
Deſerib d the Seeds, and in what order Wai 5 
That have to ſuch a vaſt proportion Senn; ; 
Bt Sure from ſome Angel he the Secret knew, LSITNS 5: 
{' VVhothrough this Labyrinth bas given the Cle 4 
But what alas, avails it poor Mankind I 
Wn To ſee this promiſed Land, yet ſtay bind? 1 
T ̃ ube way is ſhewn, but who has firengehto g: 
+ Who can all Sciences exactly know? 
1 _ Fancy flies beyom weak Reafor's Sight, | 
Aud yet has Judgment to direct it right? 
Whoſe jaſt Diſternment, Virgil lite, is ſuch, 
Never to ſay too little, or too much? 
Let ſuch a man begin without delay, 5 
Baut he muſt do much more than I can fay, . 
| Muſt above Cowley, nay and Milton too . 


| Succeed where great 7 rquaregand our greater 9 1 
(cer fai 
— een * 4 — ey * — "= F 


"* A Jar eben 


